
SCHEME OF DELEGATION 
 
The Council operates a scheme of delegation where they have delegated powers to officers to determine 
most planning applications and other related planning submissions. The Audit Commission has advised 
that 90% of all planning applications should be determined under delegated powers. This Authority now 
determines in excess of 90% of all applications received under delegated power arrangements. 
 
Applications to be accepted and dealt with by the Development Control Committee should be as follows:- 
 

a) an application which is contrary to the provisions of an adopted development plan, and which is 
recommended for approval, or an application which accords with the provisions of an approved 
development plan, but which is nevertheless recommended for refusal. 

 
b) [i]  an application in respect of which a statutory consultee has submitted a material planning objection 

in writing/electronically within the stipulated consultation period and which has not been resolved by 
negotiation or through the  imposition of conditions and which is recommended for approval. 

 
      [ii]  an application in respect of which a Town/Community Council has submitted a material planning 

objection in writing/electronically within the stipulated consultation period and which has not been 
resolved by negotiation or through the imposition of conditions and which is recommended for 
approval and where other objections to the proposal have been received. If no other objections are 
received the Corporate Director Communities in consultation with the Chairman of the Development 
Control Committee shall determine the materiality of the objection to the assessment of the 
application and whether the application should be reported to the Development Control Committee. 

 
c) an application which a local Member formally requests should be the subject of consideration by the 

Development Control Committee by notifying the Corporate Director Communities in 
writing/electronically (within 21 days of the circulation of details of the application) of the material 
planning reasons why the Councillor considers the application should be considered by the 
Committee unless (i) a delegated decision would be in line with the views of the Member or (ii) no 
other objection has been received within the consultation/publicity period and the Chairman of the 
Development Control Committee does not consider it necessary to report the application to 
Committee. 

 
d) a householder application in respect of which more than two neighbours have submitted a material 

planning objection in writing/electronically within the stipulated consultation period or any other 
application in respect of which more than four objectors have submitted a material planning 
objection in writing/electronically within the stipulated consultation period, which has not been 
resolved by negotiation or through the imposition of conditions, and which is recommended for 
approval. The Corporate Director Communities in consultation with the Chairman of the 
Development Control Committee shall determine whether objections from members of the same 
household be treated as one neighbour objection.  

 
e) an application submitted by or on behalf of a Councillor, any member of the Council's Development 

or Highway Services staff involved in the processing/commenting upon applications, any Chief 
Officer of the Authority or any officer reporting directly to a Chief Officer (or the spouse or partner of 
any of these) if a material planning objection has been received within the stipulated consultation 
period. 

 
f) an application submitted by the Corporate Director Communities if a material planning objection has 

been received within the stipulated consultation period. 
 

g) an application which the Corporate Director Communities considers should be presented to 
Committee for decision including those that in the opinion of the Director are potentially 
controversial, likely to be of significant public interest or which may have a significant impact on the 
environment. 

 
 
The Scheme of Delegation was last updated in May 2022. 


